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What kinds of ministries were you
involved in at your parish? What kinds
of Diocesan retreats/events have you
attended that have been helpful?

Growing up I was an altar server
and was involved with my parish
youth group. Since becoming a semi-
narian, I have attended the Source +
Summit and TEC retreats as a team
member. Both have been extremely
fruitful and an amazing way to fur-
ther connect with the young people of
the diocese.

When did you start thinking of
priesthood? What made you think of
it?

I started thinking about the priest-
hood in 2nd grade when my older sis-
ters began to joke that I should
become a priest someday. The seed
they planted slowly began to grow. At
times the priesthood seemed an
inevitability, and at other times it was
the furthest thing from my mind.
Despite moments of clarity, I didn’t
really begin to trust that God knew
what He was doing with my vocation
until college.

What aspect of priestly ministry is
most attractive to you? Why?

Accompanying people in both the
struggles and joys that life inevitably
provides. Christ’s own ministry was
one of leading those He encountered
back to the Father by first walking
with them. In a particular way
through the grace of ordination,
Christ asks his priests to continue this
ministry of presence today.

What gives you hope for the
Catholic Church today?

The amazing witness of communi-
ties of young people gathering for
prayer and fellowship at retreats and
Monday night holy hours; families
that have made me feel as welcome in
their lives as their own kids; and the
strength of the brotherhood I experi-
ence every day at seminary.

What Scripture passage hits home
with you the most these days? Why?

“In this way the love of God was
revealed to us: God sent his only Son into
the world so that we have life through
him. In this is love: not that we have loved

God, but that he loved us and sent his Son
as expiation for our sins. Beloved, if God
so loved us, we also must love another.”

— 1 John 4:9-10
The entirety of the Christian life is

summed up in God’s reckless love for
us. What could be greater? It is
because of this love that Christ comes
to restore our relationship with the
Father, and it is this love that calls us
to be Christ for each other.

What things do you find life-giving?
(Reading? If so, what have you read?
Movies? If so, what movies have you
enjoyed? Music? If so, what music
moves you? Hiking, exercising?
Explain why.)

Riding my road bike and reading.
Years of prayer, discernment, study,
and self-reflection can sometimes feel
like running in sand. On my bike, I
can simply go faster by pedaling
harder. It’s exhausting and clears my
head all at the same time. Over the
last year I’ve been reading a lot of
WWII historical fiction. I love the way

a novel can bring history to life by
telling a story.

What is the hardest part of going to
seminary? What are you most excited
about this year for seminary?

Realizing that discernment doesn’t
end with going to seminary, but actu-
ally begins there. For years just going
to seminary seemed like throwing
caution to the wind, and I fell into the
trap of thinking that giving seminary
a shot would mean I had to become a
priest. In reality that commitment
takes place after spending years at a
place that will only make you into a
better Catholic man.
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state education officials
believe a combination of fac-
tors contributed to it, includ-
ing: “rigors associated with
the newly aligned college-and-
career readiness assessment,
national normative data, and
the defined established per-
formance cuts.”

Because of the negative
impact the assessment results
have on educators, schools,
districts, and communities,
McCormick said she will
advocate for “responsive leg-
islative action.”

“While the 2019 ILEARN
results do not provide a true
reflection of the performance of
Indiana’s schools, they do once
again show us the importance
of developing a modernized
state-legislated accountability
system that is fair, accurate and
transparent,” McCormick said.
“With this in mind, the depart-
ment will propose the following
legislative actions: place a ‘hold
harmless’ year on 2017-2018 let-
ter grades, pause intervention
timelines for all schools, and
provide the State Board of
Education with emergency rule-
making authority to review and
reestablish the state accountabil-
ity system. The success and
wellbeing of our schools and
educators is dependent upon
these actions.”

Governor Eric Holcomb
echoed McCormick’s proposal

in an Aug. 26 statement
released to media. 

“Since this is the first year of
the ILEARN assessment, I will
ask Superintendent McCormick
to support my request that the
General Assembly take action
to hold schools harmless so the
test scores do not have an
adverse impact on teacher eval-
uations and schools’ letter
grades for the 2018-2019 school
year,” Holcomb’s said. “This
action will ease the transition to
ILEARN, which is a student
assessment that allows Indiana
to comply with federal ESSA
(Every Student Succeeds Act)
requirements.”

Hagan stressed to parents
that Catholic Schools focus on
educating the whole child.

“I caution parents and stu-
dents to understand what is
being assessed with ILEARN
and more importantly what is
not being assessed,” Hagan
said. “Catholic schools educate
the whole student: the spiritual,
intellectual, physical, psycho-
logical, social and moral capaci-
ties of each child.”

Hagan appreciates the hard
work of educators and stu-
dents.

“I am grateful to each
Catholic school teacher,
administrator and especially
to the students who continue
to rise to the challenges in an
educational environment that
is always evolving,” he said.

The creation of ILEARN to
replace ISTEP+ was mandated
during the 2017 legislative ses-
sion. ILEARN evaluates:
English/Language Arts and
math in grades 3-8, science in
grades 4 and 6, social studies
in grades 5, as well as U.S.
Government and biology for
high school students.

ILEARN went through sev-
eral significant shifts, officials

said, including:
• The development of con-

tent priorities defined with the
assistance of Indiana educa-
tors

• Computer-adaptive func-

tionality
• Integration of new accessi-

bility features such as translat-
ed glossaries, and a Spanish
translation option

• Reporting aligned to rigor-

ous college-career-readiness
indicators as early as grade 3

For more information on 2019
ILEARN, visit www.doe.in.gov/
assessment/ilearn.
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Catholic Diocese of Evansville School Results
The chart below shows the schoolwide total percentage of students who tested proficient in five
categories. All students in grades 3-8 were tested in English/Language Arts and math. Students in
grade 4 and 6 were tested in science. Students in grade 5 were tested in social studies. 

                                                                           
School                                                               

Annunciation – Christ the King, Evansville

Annunciation – Holy Spirit, Evansville

Corpus Christi, Evansville

Flaget Elementary, Vincennes

Good Shepherd, Evansville

Holy Cross, Fort Branch

Holy Redeemer, Evansville

Holy Rosary, Evansville

Holy Trinity, Jasper

Resurrection, Evansville

Rivet Middle/High School, Vincennes

St. Benedict, Evansville

St. Bernard, Rockport

St. James, Haubstadt

St. John the Baptist, Newburgh

St. Joseph, Vanderburgh County

St. Joseph, Princeton

St. Matthew, Mount Vernon

St. Philip, Posey County

Sts. Peter and Paul, Haubstadt

St. Wendel, St. Wendel

Washington Elementary, Washington

Washington Middle/High School, Washington

Westside Catholic, Evansville

* Indicates less than 10 students were tested.

65.1%

45.7%

68.4%

64.6%

76.4%

74.4%

80.0%

83.7%

76.5%

67.1%

59.2%

83.6%

55.4%

79.1%

85.2%

83.5%

68.8%

60.0%

80.8%

80.4%

85.2%

45.6%

50.5%

59.4%

69.9%

44.6%

69.2%

66.7%

81.6%

53.5%

73.0%

73.3%

80.7%

79.2%

35.5%

73.9%

55.4%

78.3%

86.2%

74.3%

71.4%

66.7%

88.8%

71.7%

87.5%

50.9%

26.9%

57.4%

55.4%

33.7%

55.6%

52.1%

68.9%

46.5%

67.0%

68.6%

68.9%

62.0%

34.2%

67.1%

46.2%

69.6%

76.5%

68.8%

58.3%

53.3%

76.0%

60.9%

77.3%

36.8%

24.7%

49.5%

57.7%

56.3%

66.7%

47.1%

87.1%

80.0%

71.4%

88.5%

79.2%

65.3%

26.7%

77.8%

63.6%

76.9%

87.3%

79.4%

72.7%

*

80.0%

84.2%

89.3%

53.1%

27.8%

61.0%

*

35.7%

76.9%

70.3%

92.7%

*

85.7%

80.0%

89.5%

73.7%

*

88.6%

50.0%

92.3%

96.8%

85.7%

71.4%

*

87.5%

83.3%

100.0%

*

73.9%

42.1%

Social
StudiesScience

English/
Lang.
Arts

Pass Both
Eng./Lang.

Arts & MathMath


