
By JOHN ROHLF 
The Message assistant editor  

 
One year after competing at 

the FIRST LEGO League state 
championship for the first time 
in school history, Evansville’s 
Holy Redeemer School robot-
ics team placed first in one cat-
egory at this year’s state com-

petition.  
The Rockets returned two of 

their competitors from last 
year’s team, Claire Schmitt 
and Cole Sexton, who are both 
in eighth grade. Seventh grad-
er Sutton Markland was also a 
member of this year’s team 
that earned first place in robot 
design.  

“They did a descrip-
tion of the innovation 
project and the robot 
design and they said 
something about blast-
ing off with a 3D 
model,” Claire Schmitt 
said. “And then we 
were like could it be 
us? Probably not, but 
maybe. And then they 
said it was our team 
number. We were real-
ly excited and went up 
there and got our tro-
phy.”  

The Rockets earned first 
place in the category out of 36 
teams who competed at the 
state championship in Indian-
apolis. The robot design award 
was based on outstanding pro-
gramming principles and solid 
engineering practices to devel-
op a robot that is mechanically 
sound, durable, efficient and 
highly capable of performing 
challenge missions.  

“This team filtered to the 
top of our robot lists, looking 
above and below just scratch-
ing the surface,” the comment 
on the First Indiana Robotics 
website says. “Identifying an 
issue was only the beginning, 
and their pollution solution 
would soon form in 3D. This 
team is ready to blast off, con-
gratulations.”  

Schmitt and Sexton both said 
in their second year at the state 
competition, they were calmer 

than they were at last year’s 
competition and knew what to 
expect.  

“I wasn’t as nervous to go to 
these competitions as I was 
last year,” Sexton said. “Just 

because I had two other team-
mates with me and we prac-
ticed it tons of times so we 
knew what we were doing.”  

By VICTORIA ARTHUR 
Statehouse Correspondent for 
Indiana’s Catholic Newspapers 

 
Following the first execution that 

Indiana has carried out in 15 years, 
Catholic lawmakers and leaders are 

taking center stage in seeking a perma-
nent end to the death penalty in the 
Hoosier state.  

Bishops, a bipartisan group of state 
legislators and other advocates joined 
Rep. Bob Morris (R-Fort Wayne) at a 
Feb. 3 press conference at the Indiana 

Statehouse to sup-
port House Bill 
1030, a measure 
introduced by the 
Catholic lawmaker that would eradi-
cate capital punishment in Indiana.  
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By JOHN ROHLF 
The Message assistant editor  

 
This year’s Indiana March for 

Life helped enforce the need to 
fight for life at all stages for multi-
ple diocesan youth who attended 
the annual event.  

A junior at Barr-Reeve High 
School and a member of St. Peter 
Parish in Montgomery, Gabe 
Kavanaugh thinks it is important 
to attend the March for Life rallies 
because of how precious life is.  

“This most recent year, they 
stressed that it wasn’t only the 
babies we are protecting, but all 
forms of life,” Kavanaugh said. 
“Whether it be having an abortion 
or the death penalty, it is a good 
thing for people to be informed.”  

The Diocese of Evansville sent 
nearly 250 participants Jan. 22 to 
Indianapolis for the annual state 
March for Life. The trip was open 
to youth in grades 8-12 and adult 
chaperones.  

“The goal of the day was to pray, 
educate and advocate,” Diocese of 

Evansville Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry Jeremy 
Goebel said. “Through prayer, 
speakers and discussion, we had 
the opportunity to learn more 
about how we can be advocates to 
protect and defend all human life 
at every stage.”  

The day included a Youth Rally 
for Life at the Indiana Convention 
Center with keynote speakers and 
Mass with Archbishop Charles C. 
Thompson as the main celebrant 
and several Indiana bishops, inclu-
ding Bishop Joseph M. Siegel.  

Dominic McKenzie, a sophomore 
at Mater Dei High School, attended 
the Indiana March for Life for the 
first time this year. He said Bishop 
Siegel’s homily during Mass “really 
set the tone for the day.”  

“He encouraged us. We’re going 
to support life but to respect oth-
ers as well while we do it because 
that’s what we’re called to do,” 
McKenzie said. “Whether that 
being (the) unborn but also those 
whose opinions are different.”  

After Mass, they headed outside 

to begin the March for Life, which 
was a 1-mile walk around down-
town Indianapolis. Once they 
reached the Indiana statehouse, 
there was a rally with speakers, 
including Indiana Gov. Mike 
Braun and other elected officials, 
Goebel said.  

Kavanaugh has attended the 
Indiana March for Life rally in 
Indianapolis for the past two 
years. He also attended a rally in 
Washington D.C. his freshman 
year. One of Kavanaugh’s biggest 
takeaways from the Indiana March 
for Life has been the amount of 
other teenagers who strongly 
believe in the pro-life cause.  

Kavanaugh recommends pro-
life events such as this one for not 
only youth his age, but for chil-
dren and adults in all age groups. 
He said his faith was changed for 
the better through these events.  

“When I went on my first March 
for Life rally, I didn’t really know 
about what happened during an 
abortion, and I didn’t know what 

Diocese sends nearly 250 to Indiana March for Life

Holy Redeemer Rockets earn first 
place for robot design at state competition
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Submitted photo 
Diocese of Evansville Bishop Joseph M. Siegel 
delivers the invocation at the March for Life 
rally. 

Submitted photo 
Holy Redeemer School earned first place in robot design at 
the Indiana FIRST LEGO League competition. Pictured are 
Coach Matt Schmitt, far left, Claire Schmitt, Cole Sexton, 
Sutton Markland and Coach Derek LeDuc. 
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Faith leaders, lawmakers call for end  
to death penalty in Indiana


