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The Diocese of Evansville 

honored the work of all public 
safety responders during the 
annual Blue Mass.  

Father Alex Zenthoefer, 
diocesan Vicar General and rec-
tor of St. Benedict Cathedral, 
celebrated the Blue Mass Oct. 2 
at St. Benedict Cathedral in 
Evansville. Father Ray Brenner, 
senior priest of the diocese; 
Father Zach Etienne, pastor of 
Good Shepherd Parish in 
Evansville; and Father Tyler 
Underhill, parochial vicar of 
St. Benedict Cathedral in 
Evansville, concelebrated the 
Mass. Students from St. 
Benedict Cathedral attended 
the Mass.  

The Blue Mass is celebrated 
annually by the Church, dat-
ing back to 1934. It is celebrated 
across the nation on or near the Sept. 
29 Feast of St. Michael the Archangel, 
patron of those in public safety and 

who protect others.  
During his homily, Father Zenthoefer 

said our first responders help us to 
not only keep us safe but also bring 

order. Father Zenthoefer said in their 
very first school Mass, they talked 
about how we live in an ordered 
world and need order. In the Oct. 2 

homily, he referenced the need for 
order in the classroom, as well as in 
the community.  
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The ninth annual Friday Knights Hunger 

Bowl raised the most single year amount in the 
history of the initiative.  

St. Vincent de Paul Evansville Executive 
Director Ashley Newell confirmed in an email 
that as of Sept. 30, a total of $38,465 had been 
raised for the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. 
This includes $3,300 during the Sept. 12 foot-
ball game between Reitz Memorial and Mater 
Dei high schools at Enlow Field in Evansville. 

Reitz Memorial earned a 28-21 overtime win in 
the game.  

Over the past nine years, around $170,000 has 
been raised for the St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry. Newell said on behalf of St. Vincent de 
Paul, she extended their heartfelt thanks to the 
Knights of Columbus “for their steadfast lead-
ership” to make the Hunger Bowl such a suc-
cess each year. The Knights’ commitment 
ensures that families in the community never 
face hunger alone, Newell said.  

“We also want to recognize Memorial High 
School and Mater Dei High School,” she said in 
the email. “Their energy, enthusiasm and 
school spirit are the heartbeat of the event. The 
students, coaches and families remind us what 
it looks like when competition is rooted in com-
passion.” 

She also thanked the generous donors who 
gave time, treasure or talent. She said the check 

Donations for Hunger Bowl surpass $38,000
See MASS, page 5

See HUNGER, page 5

Law enforcement personnel and members of the community 
gathered Oct. 2 at St. Benedict Cathedral for the Diocese of 
Evansville’s annual Blue Mass.

Submitted photo 
On Sept. 30, St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Manager Mary 
Reed, second from right, accepts the ceremonial check for 
$38,465. Also pictured are Mayor of Mater Dei-ville Eli Kane, 
from left, Mater Dei President Deacon Dan Niemeier, SVdP 
Evansville Executive Director Ashley Newell, Knight John 
Sandwell and Knight Mark Hackert.

North Deanery Wisdom Day draws large crowd 
Pat Koch, standing at podium, speaks to 
about 115 faithful who gathered for the 
Diocese of Evansville’s 2025 North Deanery 
Wisdom Day Oct. 6 at St. Francis Xavier 
Parish Center in Vincennes. Koch is a 
founding member of Wisdom Day, an over-
55 fellowship event that includes prayer, 
speakers, food and entertainment. In addi-
tion to Koch, speakers for North Deanery’s 
2025 Wisdom Day included Bishop Joseph 
M. Siegel, Father Tony Ernst, Father Tyler 
Underhill, retired Deacon Earl Ruppel, 
Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum and Dioc-
esan Director of Marriage, Family and Life 
Megan Knies. Look for full coverage of 
Wisdom Day in Vincennes in the Oct. 17 
issue of The Message. 
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The Message photos by John Rohlf 
Members of local law enforcement shake hands during the 
Sign of Peace at the Blue Mass.

The Message photo by Megan Erbacher


