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During his homily at the Dec. 23, 

2025, Mass of Christian Burial for Rev. 
Leo C. Kiesel, Father Anthony “Tony” 
Kissel, senior priest of the diocese, said 
Father Leo wasn’t just an acquaintance 
or colleague.  

“He was a loyal friend . . . . He knew 
how to give,” Father Kissel said. “He 
knew how to share. He knew how to 
work through conflict. He was very 
considerate and very forgiving.” 

On Dec. 23, 2025, Bishop Joseph M. 
Siegel celebrated Father Kiesel’s Mass 
of Christian Burial at St. John the Evan-
gelist Church in Loogootee. Concele-
brants included more than 40 priests of 
the Diocese of Evansville. 

Mourners filled the pews of St. John 
to pay their respects to Father Kiesel, 88, 
who died Dec. 20, 2025, at The Villages 
of Oak Ridge. He was ordained a priest 

March 30, 1963, in Innsbruck, 
Austria. He was a faithful 
servant of the Diocese of 
Evansville in many ways 
before he retired from active 
ministry Jan. 1, 2003. 

Father Kissel, who served 
as homilist for the Mass, 
said all were gathered to celebrate the 
“great gift of Leo to us.” The two met 
when Father Kiesel was a newly 
ordained priest and assistant at St. 
Mary Church in Downtown Evansville, 
and they maintained their friendship 
throughout the years.  

Father Kissel shared a story of when 
Father Kiesel invited him and Father 
Timothy Tenbarge to travel out West, 
so they “set out in his Plymouth 
Valiant.” While Father Kiesel was a 
thorough planner, there was quiet 
laughter as Father Kissel shared that 
the tent they slept in didn’t have a bot-
tom to it, and after a mishap with their 

rations, they dined on pork and beans, 
which Father Kissel admitted he no 
longer eats. 

“It was an awesome experience, an 
awesome adventure,” he recalled. 

Father Kissel continued his homily 
by noting Father Kiesel was a friend to 
many. When Father Kissel moved to 
teach theology near Tampa, Father 
Kiesel was the first to help him find a 
place to live, and he even helped paint 
cabinets. 

“He was truly, truly a friend,” he said. 
“He was the heart and soul of the 
American-Innsbruck Alumni Association 
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Reverend Leo C. Kiesel, 88, senior 

priest of the Diocese of Evansville, 
passed away Dec. 20, 2025, at The 
Villages of Oak Ridge. 
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On Dec. 28, 2025, the Feast 

of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, Bishop 
Joseph M. Siegel celebrated a 
closing Mass for the Jubilee 
Year 2025 at St. Benedict 
Cathedral in Evansville. 

On this Feast of the Holy 
Family, Bishop Siegel said the 
Church invites us to continue 
to reflect on the Christmas 
story and to picture, for our-
selves, the life shared by 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph; for it 
is the sacred vocation to mar-
riage and family life that we 
celebrate on this feast. 

And as we conclude this 
Jubilee Year of Hope, Bishop 
Siegel said we again look to 
the witness of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth, cele-
brating the wondrous mys-

tery that God’s son not only 
assumed our humanity but 
was also of a family, the 
Holy Family, Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph. If there ever 
were parents who hoped 
and trusted in God, it was 
surely Mary and Joseph. 

The late Pope Francis 
inaugurated the Holy Year 
on Dec. 24, 2024, by opening 

Bishop Siegel celebrates 
closing Mass for Jubilee 2025

Father Leo Kiesel was ‘a loyal friend’

See JUBILEE, page 8

See MASS, page 5

The Message photo by Megan Erbacher 
Many faithful participate in the closing Mass for the Jubilee Year 2025 on Dec. 28, 2025, at 
St. Benedict Cathedral in Evansville, on the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph. On Jan. 6, Pope Leo XIV closed the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican, 
marking the official end of the Jubilee Year.

REVEREND LEO C. KIESEL

See KIESEL, page 5

The Message photos by Megan Erbacher 
In the photo at right, Diocese of 
Evansville Bishop Joseph M. 
Siegel, second from left, sprinkles 
holy water on Father Leo C. 
Kiesel’s casket before he cele-
brates a Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec. 23, 2025, at St. John the 
Evangelist Parish in Loogootee. At 
far right, members of Father 
Kiesel’s family place the funeral 
pall on his casket at the beginning 
of the Mass of Christian Burial.


